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((QtdQj) 2)6mld£nnoa3 <&>Q6n3(uml(XD axuroj^o) 

Abudefduf manikfani Jones and Kumaran 

Abudefduf manikfani Jones and Kumaran, J. Mar. boil. 
Ass. India, 10, 324, fig. 5, 1968. 

Abudefduf sp., Jones, Bull. Cent. Mar. Fish. Res. Inst., 
8, p. 19, 1969 (Cat. No. CMFRI LA-F. 67/518) 
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Specimens studied: Kavarathi (4), 40 to 46 mm. Minicoy 
(5) 31 to 53 mm. 

D. XII, 16-17; A. II, 14; P. ii, 16, V. I. 5. LI, 20-21 + 8- 
9; Ltr. 3 + 1 + 9. 

Head 2. 9-3. 2 in standard length, 3. 8-4. 2 in total length. 
Depth of body 1. 8-2.0 in standard length, 2. 4-2. 6 in total 
length. Eye 3. 0-3. 3 in head, 0.7-0. 8 in snout and 1. 0-1.1 I 
interorbital space. A single series of slender, compressed teeth 
in jaws. Preorbital, sub orbital, preopercle, opercle, subopercle 
and interoppercle without any serrations. Scales on head 
reaching to nostrils. Preorbital naked. First spine of dorsal 
slightly. Shorter than eye diameter, third or fourth dorsal spine 
longest, slightly shorter than snout and eye together. Second 
analspine as long as third dorsal spine. Pectroal fin equal to or 
slightly shorter than head. Ventral shorter than pectoral. 
Colour: Chocolate brown, breast and lower sides of head 
lighter. Four vertical white bars on sides, the first from nape 
across hind border of opercle, second from base of 4th to 5 th 
or 6 th dorsal spine down to front of vent, third from base of 
last dorsal spine and first dorsal ray to base of middle of anal 
and the fourth on caudal peduncle. A broad dark brown ring 
on caudal peduncle immediately behind the fourth white 
transverse. 
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(The roller driven bicycle designed by Ali Manikfan) 

<ft.6)6n3«JKJ>eij<036)grtj^il ndlcraj dloonJCCoajKJilajS te-io 
-1987«j 3 Qjom olGnJ0(8| 



Man with many ideas 

Ramanthapuram: He has had no formal schooling, but his 
capabilities range from linguistics to electronics. 

That is M Ali Manikfan from Minicoy Islands, now settled 
in Vedalai, a coastal village near Mandapam in 
Ramanathapuram District (Tamilnadu).. 
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A ten minute walk along the beach from the meeting point 
of road and the sea at Vedalai, takes one to a solitary hut. The 
minute one touches the wicket gate, Gelert alerts his master 
with a loud bark and a small but wiry man in his mid 50’ s 
sporting a goat-beared, wearing lungi and baniyan, and a white 
turban emerges his handshake is as warm as his smile and he 
shows his neat hut where everything, except the human beings 
and the dog Gelert improvised. 

The hut draws power from the wind-mill installed atop a 
palmyra stump. Manikfan explained that the wind-mill worked 
a motor which charged a car battery kept in a corner of the hut. 

Manikfan, who is locally known as the “wonder man from 
Minikoy” has a refrigerator which works on the heat produced 
from the cooking oven. He bought an old refrigerator, tinkered 
with it and placed the fridge closed to the cooking oven with 
the narrow end protruding beneath the compressor of the fridge. 
To keep the fridge going even after the cooking was over, his 
wife kept the embers alive. 

Manikfan has an interesting bicycle. It is roller driven. He 
has fitted it with an old power sprayer motor. The cyclist had 
to pedal only a few rounds to start the motor and once the 
lever is released it engages the roller and the cycle becomes a 
locomotive. Manikfan and his son, Moosa had been to Delhi 
on this power driven cycle which, does 60 to 70 km a day and 
is capable of a maximum speed of 35 kmph. Manikfan has 
patented this fabrication, which he claims is better than some 
of the petrol driven small two wheelers on the road today and 
far cheaper too. 

Dr. S Jones, as the Director of thd Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute (CMFRI) now retired, had found young 
Manikfan 23 years ago in the Minicoy Islands, and brought 
him over to Mandapam which was than the CMFRI head 
quarters and engaged him for collecting and identifying marine 
21 



aaefl aaifl<aj^ggnB gga mangagoi Cajmla 



aaeft aatflarnUDofl aag arna^flgar [ainflfl 



life specimens. In his book “Fishes of the Laccadive 
Archipalago”, Dr. Jones, a marine biologist, says thus about 
Manikfan “The very book bears testimony to the part played 
by Mr. M. Ali Manikfan of Minicoy Islands. He collected the 
maximum number of species and ascertained their local names” 

Biggest achievement 

Though he had no formal education, Manikfan started life 
as a teacher and later became a ameen’s clerk, before his love 
for the sea over took all his other pursuits. He has mastered 
about a dozen languages French, German, Russian, Latin, 
English, persian, Arabic, Urdu, Malayalam, Hindi, Tamil and 
his mother tongue is Divehi. Manikfan knows a bit of Sinhalese 
too. But how did he manage to learn so many languages? If 
you ask him, he would only smile, but, if you press him for an 
answer, he would say “Let us say it is a God given gift” 

Manikfan’s biggest achievement, according to him, is that 
he played an important role as worke-supervisor in the making 
of “Sohar” a replica of the ship by which Sinbad the Sailor 
had made his legendary 9,655 km voyage 1,200 years ago. 
The journalist- voyager, Mr. Tim Severin chose Mr. Manikfan 
for the job on the recommendation of Dr. Jones in 1981. It 
took Manikfan and his men one year to build the ship at Sur 
in Oman. This ship was designed by Mr. Tim Severin, who 
wanted “Sohar” to be identical to the Arab ship in Sinbad’ s 
voyage. And so, the 27 metre long replica was built of ainl 
wood, hand-picked from the forest of India. The hull was 
painstakingly fashioned from manually shaped planks laid edge 
to edge with tolerance of lesess than l/64 th of an Inch. The 
planks were then sewn into position with hand made coconut 
fibre rope, drawn tight around a wad of coconut husks. The 
finished vessel was made up of, among other materials. 75,000 
coconut husks and four tonnes of coir rope. 
-22 



Mr. Severin cruised in Sohar for seven months and eight 
days and in his book, “The Sinbad Voyage” published in 1982, 
he referred to Manikfan’s contribution in building the ship. 

Manikfan now lives on a two acre coconut grove with his 
wife, three daughters and his grandson, also Ali Manikfan 
who seems to be taking after the grandfather. The boy does 
not attend school but is being coached by his gran4father. 
Seven years old, Ali Manikfan (Jr) is reading the second 
standard school books and he was good fluency in English. 

The Minikoy man keeps pigeons and bees and donkey 
too. Thought the donkey seemed out of place there, he explained 
that he needed the donkey’s manure which he said was better 
than that of cattle. He does not get about much these days and 
feels that his seafaring days are ending. Manikfan is now doing 
research on fresh-water fishes rearing and raising output of 
coconut trees. He is working on the theory that coconut leaves, 
which drop should be chopped and buried around the trees 
instead of being used as fuel, and shrubs and creepers should 
be allowed to grow freely in the coconut grovers for better 
yield. Another very interesting theory of his, which is contrary 
to that held by the agriculture department is that coconut trees 
should not be watered, they should be allowed to find their 
nourishment. If you water the tree, the roots will stop growing, 
and if you are not able to water them for instance during a 
drought, the roots will dry-up as the ready made feeding is not 
available, Manikfan says. 

He has a fresh water pond just a few yards away from the 
sea and is raising carps, cutla, and rohu. The fish lings were 
brought from Mettur Dam in Salem District. “My main idea 
is to raise fresh water prawns, but I need help” he said. 

- Staff Reporter 
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Re-published in The Hindu daily on 22nd Feb:2003 
THIS DAY THAT AGE 
dated February 22. 1953 
Nehru Advocates National Calendar 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru wrote to Prof. Meghnath 
Sahe, Chairman of the Calendar Reform Committee (CRC): 
“Government have entrusted to the CRC the work of examining 
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diferent calendars followed in India and proposing an accurate 
and uniform calendar for the whole of India based on scientific 
study . I am told that we have, at present, 30 different calendars . 
Ofcourse, they are the natural result of our past history , and 
partly they are due to the former political divisions in India. 
Now that we are independent, there should be a uniform 
calendar for our country’s civic, social, and other purposes, 
and our calendar should be evolved scientifically. For 
Government and public work, we follow the Gregorian 
calendar, which is used in the greater part of the world. But 
even that calendar has its own defects. The fact that it is largely 
used does make it important. It has many virtures, but certain 
defects in it make it unsatisfactory for universal use. I do hope 
that our scientists will give a proper lead in making that attempt 
a success.” 
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